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For Immediate Release 

BETA Bricks increases capacity to address growing market demand  

Harare, Zimbabwe 10 November 2022 

 

BETA Bricks, Zimbabwe’s largest clay brick manufacturer announced it has commenced works 

to commission a US$10million JC Steele 90 Clay brick plant in Melfort, following the ground 

breaking ceremony held in June of 2021 to address the product shortage and long lead times 

resulting from capacity constraints.  The Melfort plant is expected to increase product supply by  

a total of 150million between November 2022 and June 2025, staggered over three phases. 

Phase 1 ,which will is expected to be completed in May 2023 will see an additional 90 million 

bricks produced annually for the market, whilst in Phase 2 production will be ramped up to 

120million bricks by  May 2024 and in the final phase production will  peak to 150million bricks 

annually by June 2025. This production will compliment current production capacity at the Mount 

Hampden plant of over 100million bricks per annum to bring total production capacity to over 

250million bricks annually. 

 

Over the last year, core plant equipment consisting of an extruder,  pug mill and sealer, crushers, 

roller mills and accessories was ordered,  manufactured,  and has since been delivered, from 

the United States of America, China and South Africa.  The company has also received, and 

started installation of  two 1MVA Transformers and metering units at the plant.  This modern 

and state of the art plant is designed to lower carbon emissions through the use of the latest 

advanced tunnel kiln technology, making it a non-seasonal (all-weather) green operation 

technology, capable of producing all year round whilst also delivering high product quality and 

lowering overall production cost.  
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Pictures of Some of the Equipment received  

 

  

Steele 90 Pug Sealer       Secondary Roller Mill 

 

 Refinery Roller Mill      Toothed Roller Crush 

 
 

 

Hydraulic automatic doe changer 



 

Steele 90 Pug Sealer and 300 Pug mill 

 

Roller Mill motors     Roller mill lathe dressing machine 

 

Roller Mill Spreaders 

 



With  the  core plant infrastructure now in situ, work has commenced in earnest to install the 

plant in order to commence production. Phase 1, is aimed primarily to urgently introduce 

additional product volumes to address the current product shortages bedevilling the market. 

This entails completion of civils works , installation of a power substation, construction of 

equipment sheds as well as grading of access roads. Production under this clamp operation will 

peak to 90million bricks per annum by May 2023 and will go a long way in providing additional 

product to the market. 

 

“This new extrusion plant is being installed in order to urgently increase operating capacity and 

respond to the growing market demand in as short a time as possible, bringing production of 

an additional 80-90 million units via the clamp operation. We are happy to report that great 

strides have been made in this regard ” said the Group Production Director, Rob Gillies. 

 

In Phase 2, the main aim is to guarantee uninterrupted production all year through whilst also 

increasing production capacity through the introduction of tunnel kiln technology. This non-

seasonal (all-weather) technology is capable of producing all year round, with high product 

quality assurance, competitive production cost, lower waste, low carbon emissions as well as 

short production cycles. Production under Phase 2 will commence in May 2024, and will increase 

production capacity to about 120 million units per annum. The new technology will allow the 

company to improve on process efficiencies, reduce energy consumption and waste, whilst 

alleviating product shortages by adding three more months to the production calendar.  

 

The third and final phase entails full automation of dispatch and handling systems,  with the 

installation of additional infrastructure designed to handle more product per hour to enable the 

plant to operate at  its maximum capacity of 150- 170 million units per annum. The target 

completion date for this phase is June 2025. 

 

“The installation of the Melfort plant is in response to the market and in line with the BETA 

Group’s overall mission to be the number one integrated infrastructural inputs group in 

Zimbabwe. In keeping with our vision to remain pioneers in the industry, the Melfort plant will 

be another game changer to the infrastructural inputs supply industry. ” said Group Chief 

Executive Officer Godfrey Manhambara. BETA Bricks will be able to timeously meet market 

demand, provide quality products at competitive pricing in an environmentally responsible 

manner and reward the shareholder with sustainable value growth. 

 



On completion the plant will be one of the largest brick manufacturing plants in Sub Saharan 

Africa, with a capacity of over 150 million bricks per annum.  In addition to the crippling market 

shortages of building materials, the country is currently seized with a housing backlog of 

1.3million houses.  This brings to the fore the need for new building technologies and suitable, 

affordable and environmentally compliant materials that ensure quality in the production of 

housing and other infrastructural units.  

 
The BETA Group has invested over US$65million on expansion projects since 2009, taking 

advantage of the Zimbabwean policy space to upgrade key machinery and equipment in order 

to position the group with the best in class infrastructural inputs suppliers. 

 
About BETA Bricks 

BETA Bricks is a subsidiary of BETA Holdings, a Zimbabwean integrated infrastructural inputs 

manufacturing and distribution company. BETA Holdings’ origins date back to 1953 when it was 

established as Alpha Bricks. The company, is headquartered in Mount Hampden and has 

representative sales offices in Bindura, Mutare and Kwekwe. It’s three main operating 

subsidiaries are Beta Bricks, Beta Concrete and Beta Logistics.  
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